CHAPTER     IX

POEMS    OF    MATURITY

I.     THE LISTENERS (1912); PEACOCK PIE (1913)

LISTENERS unquestionably places Mr.
de la Mare among the greatest poets of
childhood and dreamland. It is not so much
that the field of his subject matter has greatly
widened, as that his art has been perfected.
Therefore, even though the theme should re-
main more or less an old theme, the achieve-
ment will be different; and actually we find
several old themes revived. I may appear to
be mixing up oddly poetry with prose, but
does not such a poem as Miss Loo belong to
that group of compositions which includes Miss
Duveen, and in which we see a small boy in
relation to an elderly person of eccentric mind
and habit? and does not the poem I am about
to quote repeat in verse a motif we found in
The Riddle, in The Return, and in Ding Dong
Belli
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